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Introduction
Poverty is a seemingly understood concept and peripherally defined as a condition where people live below some imaginary living standard where they have limited access to housing, food, and clothing. On the other hand, developed countries (The U.S) presume that poor people do not want to work, are drug users, the U.S does not have much poverty, and others think that poverty does not concern them since they will never be poor. Maybe their approach to the whole poverty issue is a misinformed one and that is why this paper uses the conflict approach to bring into better perspective what poverty really is and how individuals or communities find themselves in poverty.
The conflict theory, first brought about by Karl Max, postulates that society is in a situation of perpetual conflict because of clamor for the limited resources (Ascher, 2020). The theory further discusses that society is maintained by the social order of power and dominance as opposed to consensus and conformity. The conflict theory therefore acknowledges the existence of poverty in society and validates its perpetuity to the constant conflict among the social classes in the society where the rich continue to be rich by suppressing the poor. The rich will, therefore, forever maximize their wealth by the use power and oftentimes it is the poor that are used as a means to wealth sustenance by the rich. The proponents of the conflict theory as the genesis and existence of poverty in the society hence validate that poverty exists in the society because of the wars among the social classes in society. 
Why the rich continue to be rich and the poor remain poor 
It is important to understand the reasons why the rich and powerful continue to be wealthier while the poor continue to be poor and hence increasing poverty levels even in developed countries. It is important to understand that there are three social classes in the societies even though other societies might have more. The three classes are the rich, the middle class, and the poor (Panday, 2020). Generally, the poor and vulnerable like children and women always suffer from lack of opportunity to climb up the social classes due discriminatory policies. Social stratification, according to the conflict theory in relation to poverty, the rich attribute poverty to individual failings of people for instance that the impoverished do not work hard enough or have drug problems (Ascher, 2020). In essence, the rich are the ones that have access to production factors, they make the laws, and therefore are determinants of movements up the social classes. 
The focus of the social conflict theory as applied to poverty singles opportunity and discrimination as the main causes of the classes in the society and by extension poverty. Peterman (2018) says poor people live in poor backgrounds like informal settlements, lack access to clean water, healthcare services, better education, and even transportation services. Social conflict theory also attributes poverty to lack of power, the vulnerability of emergency, dependence, and even isolation both geographically and sociologically. Living in poverty is not inaccessibility to money or living in low income levels but it is also a matter of lacking means to better oneself as listed above in education, better health to enable one work, and having unequal treatment under the law. Women and children are also powerless, vulnerable, and helpless under overwhelming circumstances or individuals and therefore are unable to make moves or decisions to chart better destinies. 
The rich also inflict problems like political instability and discriminatory laws that bring about social problems like hunger, disease, overpopulation, environmental destruction, and unemployment therefore bring about social strife among classes (Tollefsen, 2020). In a nutshell, the rich influence how the poor are informed (media), how they are ruled, and they also influence economic reforms in their favor against the poor so that the status quo is maintained. 
Inequalities and Poverty 
The social conflict theory explains how inequalities lead to poverty. Conflict theory defines poverty as unequal distribution of resources among members of the society. The conflict theory then brings into perspective the issue of inequality which it further classifies into income inequality, pay inequality, and wealth inequality (Thiede et al., 2017). Income inequality comes when all monies received from employment and investments are unevenly distributed among people while pay inequality is a situation where hourly, weekly, or monthly payments are unbalanced among people. There is also wealth inequality leads to poverty. Wealth is defined as the total amount of assets that an individual or a household owns (Thiede et al., 2017). Wealth inequality therefore refers to the unequal wealth among members the society. The inequality in the society is one that leads to social conflicts among social classes and thus furthers the poverty levels among those that are not favored by the balances of distributions of either pay, income, or wealth. 
Lack of opportunities among the lower social classes and poverty 
People who live in poverty are therefore delineated from wealth, have low incomes and poor pay which leads to unequal opportunities with their rich counterparts. Those who have concentrated in knowing the truths about poverty have realized that it is very hard for children born into poverty to succeed in their adult life and be rich as compared to those born in rich backgrounds (Peterman, 2018). It is therefore evident that the social class one is born in provides opportunities for them to be either rich or poor. Being born into poverty means a child will have developmental issues which will come as a result of ill health and psychological adjustments with little aspirations to climb up the social ladder. There is also little or no inheritance from the parents while also the poor families have many children whom they cannot provide better education that will facilitate social transfer (Peterman, 2018). Talking of education, the society around poor people is exposed to low education standards with underperforming institutions that cannot expose those learning to better opportunities. Lack of schools fees and other school necessities also lead to increases in school dropouts among the poor. Poverty therefore is the product continued lack of opportunities among the lower social classes which in many cases is perpetuated by the rich and the ruling class according to the conflict theory. 
Discrimination and poverty 
Social stratification is also necessitated by the existence of minorities in the society. For instance, color, race, gender, age, religion, sexual orientation are among the categories that people are discriminated and from there increments of poverty incidents increase (Cerio, 2019). For instance, women are more likely to be discriminated in that in most instances, they do not have equal access to wealth, income, and pay as their male counterparts and so they remain poor, vulnerable, and dependent on men who continue to be rich. Racial discrimination is also blamed for poverty levels especially in the U.S. African Americans are more likely to be poor than whites because there is limited accessibility to resources, better pay and incomes among African Americans than the whites. On the other hand, African Americans are blamed for criminal activities, many of them are incarcerated and therefore are not there to work and raise incomes for their families. Thus, discrimination is among the social conflict theory reasons why there is poverty in the world. 
Conclusion 
In summary, poverty is still ravaging the world and there are a lot of misinformation and disinformation about poverty. Social conflict theory blame the struggles among the classes in the society for the inherent poverty where they say that the rich are limiting opportunities for the poor to climb up the social classes and get out poverty. The struggle for available resources is only adjusted to benefit the high and mighty with powers that be while the poor and vulnerable are powerless to take advantage of available resources. 
















References
Ascher, W. (2020). The Psychology of Poverty Alleviation: Challenges in Developing Countries. Cambridge University Press.
Cerio, C. T. (2019). Revisiting the sociological theories of poverty: Conceptualising a framework for rural poverty in the Philippines. Transatlantic Journal of Rural Research, 1(1), 33-52.
Panday, P. K. (2020). Theoretical Debates on Urban Poverty. In The Face of Urbanization and Urban Poverty in Bangladesh (pp. 17-42). Palgrave Macmillan, Singapore.
Peterman, D. E. (2018). Socioeconomic status discrimination. Virginia Law Review, 104(7), 1283-1357.
Thiede, B. C., Kim, H., & Slack, T. (2017). Marriage, work, and racial inequalities in poverty: Evidence from the United States. Journal of Marriage and Family, 79(5), 1241-1257.
Tollefsen, A. F. (2020). Experienced poverty and local conflict violence. Conflict Management and Peace Science, 37(3), 323-349.
